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Queen Emma Explains Her Reasons For Marrying The King Canute


I ask that you, my worthy subjects, raise your cups with me in celebration (Beowulf, XVIII) for a great king has come (Office Hours).  It is in a brave warrior-king such as Canute, King of the Danes, that we of this land may seek a just and merciful ruler who desires peace and unity for peoples long divided (Stafford, 227).  We shall put an end to the enmity that has caused such suffering in our kingdom by accepting with our hearts the man whom God has deemed worthy of a king’s crown (Stafford, 184).  God has greatly favored this honorable ruler with the capacity to defend his kingdom and subjects (Usilton, 10-11).  It is this mighty king who has the ability to protect the present glory of England (Anglo-Saxon Website), and marriage is the means by which we shall bring tranquility and prosperity to our united peoples (Stafford, 177).  Just as I shall become one with a just and munificent king, let our two kingdoms be joined under one ruler who is worthy of bearing the title of the King of England.

King Canute’s realization of the previous accomplishments of England (Office Hours) makes him a wise choice for a peaceful, tranquil union of our glorious kingdoms.  He recognizes the privileges of those who held land and exercised power before his reign, and he would not be just in undeservedly revoking these rights (Office Hours).  He follows the long-standing laws and customs of England (Usilton, 11), and his acceptance of our noble practices makes his reign one of familiarity (Anglo-Saxon Website).  There is continuity (Stafford 228) between our new, benevolent king and those glorious English rulers who came before him (Stafford, 228).  His respect for England stems from the ancestry that impressed upon him the importance of honor, tradition and divine worship (Anglo-Saxon Website).  His gracious father founded the church at Rosklide, and his grandfather brought the glory of God to his people by being their first Christian king (Rumble, 8).  This lineage consists of great leaders of their people who not only practiced Christianity righteously (Anglo-Saxon Website), but also took it upon themselves to protect God’s churches and endow them with the wealth befitting such sacred places of worship (Rumble, 8). This tradition of honoring God instilled compelling Christian values in our noble king, and his reverence for God and commitment to virtue (Blair, 57) strengthen him immeasurably as a ruler of England. 
 It was God’s will that “In love a throne will be established; in faithfulness a man will sit on it - one who in judging seeks justice and speeds the cause of righteousness.” (Isaiah 16:5).  King Canute has already shown his devotion to the will of God by exemplifying that which He demands - our king is righteous, pursues justice, shows mercy, maintains peace, and defends the Christian faith and its followers (Stafford, 191-192).  These virtues make King Canute worthy of kingship and the royal scepter that he accepted at his coronation (Stafford, 177).  This sword of state that he holds in the name of England does not signify domination, but rather mercy, clemency and the grace of God (Stafford, 177).  It is an instrument of kingship that the brave and honorable (Anglo-Saxon Website) Canute has taken up so that he may promote the justice of God, peacefully rule His church and keep its laws (Stafford, 177).  It is by the sceptrum regalis clementiae et regiae (Stafford, 177) that King Canute is called upon to act as judge for the people he rules, in imitation of He who said justice is to be loved, iniquity hated (Isaiah 61:8).  God has rewarded our gracious lord’s faith and fairness with success, crowning him from heaven as King of England (Stafford, 184).

As Emma of Normandy, Queen of England, the foremost of my duties is the veneration of God and His will.  The ring with which I was adorned during my royal consecration serves as a symbol of unwavering devotion to the integrity of His faith (Stafford, 162).  I also wear a crown that names me Queen.  It identifies me as consort to the power of the king, to aid in ruling the people (Stafford, 177-178).  Together my king and I are duty-bound to protect the traditions, rights and property of our subjects (Stafford, 191-192), and by this the whole of England is strengthened.  A queen’s role in achieving such glory lies in her ability to act as a peace-weaver (Office Hours), and it is in this regal capacity that I hope to honor our noble kingdom and its worthy laypeople.  Marriage to King Canute will join the our two races (Stafford, 228) under one honorable ruler and our combined people will be blessed with prosperity and peace.  
As a queen taking part in such a union, I would fulfill my royal duty as freothu-webbe (Office Hours).  Our marriage will establish peace and good will (Parsons, 163), to be shared by our peoples, and enmity will sleep as long as Canute rules our wide kingdom (Beowulf, XXVI).  I ask that you share my faith in King Canute, for he is great of strength, mature of mind, and wise of words (Beowulf, XXVI).  It is he who protects us (Usilton, 11), and it is under his peaceful and merciful rule that we as a people shall prosper (Stafford, 177).  Let us drink (Beowulf, XVIII)!  To faith, justice, honor, prosperity, peace and the glory of God (Anglo-Saxon Website)!  To King Canute!
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