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Medieval Studies 20A
Husayn ibn Ali Announces his Decision to leave Mecca for Al-Kufa
In the name of Allah the Munificent and his Prophet (Office Hours), I have gathered you here today.  Oh reverent disciples of Islam and the one true path, we are in the midst of a struggle that is exposing the corruption of those who claim the power to lead our umma (Kennedy, 82-87) in the name of Allah and his Apostle.  The Holy Qu’ran reveals to us the will of Allah: that we, the genuinely faithful, “strive hard against the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm against them” (The Qu’ran 9.73).  It is in strict obedience of this divine command that I recognize the danger of our present situation (Last Sermon Webpage), for this corruption threatens not only those pious Muslims who are oppressed by it, but also the pure and virtuous Islamic way of life (Caliphs Webpage).
The leaders are the evil that afflicts and oppresses the righteous followers of Islam (Esposito, 17).  Those who adhere to the true faith look to men of power for protection, yet our leaders are failing in their duty to preserve the rights of every Muslim (Office Hours).  These men must guide the people (Caliphs Webpage), but how can they accomplish this if they do not exemplify that which Allah expects of those who are righteous and devout in their practice of Islam?  True leaders cannot turn from the edicts of Allah (Last Sermon Webpage) that were revealed to us here on earth through my grandfather, the Holy Prophet, nor can they waver in their faithfulness to the words of the Holy Qu’ran.  The devout people of Islam can not hope to be led by corrupt and evil men who have deviated from the path of Allah by exercising their will through force, violence and distortion of the Faith (Kennedy, 88).  Allah has already once reproached those who have gone astray when he spoke of the curse that befell the Children of Israel who “failed to believe on account of their rebellion and transgression.  They did not prevent each other from committing vile and corrupt acts; evil indeed were their deeds” (The Qu’ran 5.78-79).  Allah names those who transgress as evil, yet he also condemns those who claim faith but remain silent while others stray from the virtuous path.  When you see rulers who do what has been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, who indulge in sins, who oppress the people they rule, and you do nothing to stop them, before Allah you are as guilty as they are (Sayings of Hussein Webpage).  How can I, as someone who brings people closer to Allah by showing them the path of righteousness, forgo my ideals by swearing allegiance to rulers who are entirely absorbed in the pleasures of kingship (Sermon of Mina Webpage)?  I cannot swear loyalty to men of corrupt faith (Donner, 370), who have neglected to enforce the rights that they were entrusted to preserve.
I must leave the holy city of Mecca for Al-Kufa (Office Hours), where the support of loyal believers shall make it possible for us to preserve the sanctity and purity of Islam.  Al-Kufa is a city that loyally stood behind my father, the Commander of the Faithful, (Office Hours) and its people are again ready to take up arms (Kennedy 370) to support the bloodline of the Prophet in order to depose our corrupt oppressors.  For those who would question the use of violence to achieve this goal, the word of the Holy Qu’ran decrees that “Allah will defend those who believe; verily, Allah loveth not any that is unfaithful, ungrateful.  To those against whom war is made, permission is given (to fight), because they are wronged” (The Qu’ran 33.38-39).  True Muslims who seek to uphold the Faith have indeed been wronged, for they have been oppressed by unjust leaders who have used their powerful positions for personal gain (Office Hours).  A war against these evil men is righteous, as it is their disregard for the laws of Islam and the will of Allah that makes such a conflict sanctified.
I know that Al-Kufa will rise with us, for I have sent my cousin Muslim ibn Aqil and he has assured me that the city is rife with discontent at the misdeeds of the faithless (Donner, 370).  They are prepared to fight in order to restore the leadership of our umma to one who scorns the false Islam, and instead will serve the faithful in the ways provided by Allah.  His will, as written in the Holy Qu’ran, is that men and women who truly uphold the ideals of Islam “are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: obey Allah and His Messenger.  On them will Allah pour his mercy” (The Qu’ran 9.71).  It is Allah’s will that those who lead the righteous people should be perfect in the ways of Islam (Hiro, 17), for no one knows better then He that which best serves the faithful (Fundamentals Webpage).  Such perfection in the practice of the faith should be every man’s goal, and the one who is recognized as having achieved this is the Imam (Imamate Webpage).  However, Allah knows that everything we are doing is not prompted by rivalry for political power, nor by a search for wealth and abundance; rather it is done in order to demonstrate to men the principles and values of His religion, to protect and secure the rights of His oppressed servants, and to act in accordance with the duties He has established through law (Sermon of Mina Webpage).  I can best serve those loyal and devout followers of Allah by reestablishing the true Faith in our leaders.  This must be done by replacing those who have deviated from the ideals of Islam, yet it would not be right for me to take upon myself the powers that I demand these men give up.  I am indeed a descendant of the Apostle of God (Donner, 369), and my piety, faith, conviction, and commitment to the divine laws make me worthy of devoting myself to the service of the true believers (Imamate Webpage).  As a spiritual leader (Hiro, 18), Allah has charged me with the responsibility of sharing the inner knowledge I have achieved and aiding them in the refinement of their souls.  I can identify the temptations of this life, and it is my duty to guard the faithful from falling into such traps (Imamate Webpage).  The spiritual guidance of the people is in itself a divine trust, and I would fully focus my attention on it to better accomplish the purpose to which Allah has set me.  For this reason, I would leave the governance of the servants of Allah to other equally worthy men whose sole responsibility will be to see that justice is carried out according the Shari’ah (Caliphs Webpage).

It is my desire as well as that of Allah to see the true believers ascend to paradise and obtain oneness with He who rules it (Fundamentals Webpage).  I act now on behalf of those devoted to Islam, who do not deserve to be led astray by the corruption of a few, powerful men.  We are bound by the Holy Qu’ran and the will of Allah to adhere to the laws of Islam, and if we do this then we “are on (true) guidance, from [Allah], and it is [we] who will prosper” (The Qu’ran 2:5).  We go to Al-Kufa by Allah’s will, and thus we may rejoice in his protection and favor.  Allah the One suffices us, upon Him do we rely, to Him do we turn, in His hands lies our fate, and to Him shall we return (Sermon of Mina Webpage).
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